
The Captain’s Footprint  
 
Dear Fellow Nomads 

What a roller coaster ride it has been the past month with all the Nomads activities taking place, thank 
goodness for essentials! 

Our National Chairman, Alf Duncan, landed here on Friday morning from a rain soaked Cape Town and 
despite the prospects of bad weather the entire weekend turned out fine. We went straight to Arlington 
racetrack where our race day was held and a great day was had by all. There was a good turnout and we 
managed to raise a substantial amount of money. Well done to Duke and his AMT committee for all the 
effort they put in. 

Our Sunday game was played at P E Golf Club and we were hosted by club captain Derrick Adendorff 
and Honorary Life Member Neale Kunhardt made up the balance of the fourball. The course was in good 
condition and well done to the green keeping staff. We were well looked after by the kitchen and the bar 
staff. Prize giving went as smooth as always and congratulations to Tony Yui on receiving his 300 game 
badge. The following Nomads received their tie awards: Colin Battle – 20 year, Sven van Straaten – 10 
year and Howard Lipman – 10 year. I also had the pleasure of inducting Cherryl Lipman. A silver salve 
was handed to Colin Battle for the 41 points scored at the Walmer game in the C Division.   

Due to our fund raising efforts we handed out a cheque for R10 000. 00 to Aurora Special Care Centre. 
One of the severely handicapped kids was in attendance and that certainly made for a very emotional 
moment. Thank you to our ladies Jean, Bev and Cherryl for the outstanding job they are doing and a 
special thank you to Nomad Bruce Field for helping out at the table. Bruce had recently had a kidney 
transplant and despite the fact that he cannot drive he still made an effort to attend and show his 
camaraderie. We salute you for your commitment Bruce. It was certainly a great honour and a pleasure to 
have hosted our National Chairman Alf Duncan and his lovely wife Angela for the weekend and we had a 
great deal of fun and very little sleep. I received a beautiful crystal decanter and glasses with a bottle of 
special reserve as a gift and a big thank you to Alf.   

Zim Nationals was a fantastic encounter and despite all the negative reports Michelle and I had a great 
time. Dave Sly and his team really looked after us and a lot of new friends were made.   

I look forward to a full field at Humewood on the 3rd of August.      

Yours in Golf  

Marlon Foot    

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vice Captain's Report – Duke’s Divot  

Dear fellow Nomads 

This is the last time this year that I will be appealing to you for sponsorship and other support with respect 
to our Andrew Mentis Endowment Funds. As a matter of fact, by the end of August we would have 
completed our fund raising and we then get down to the job of dispersing these funds. If you have not yet 
heard from any of the AMEF committee, and would like to add a small donation or prize to beef up our 
Andrew Mentis Golf Day on the 28th of August at Humewood, please contact me, we will need all the 
support we can get for this important day. As you are aware our beneficiaries this year are two schools 
who teach children who suffer from a hearing impediment. If you cannot support us then please ask your 
suppliers to make a small donation. A R500 donation buys them a tee or green on the day. They can set 
up banners and advertising boards on the course. Some areas near or around the club house which have 
high visibility, will obviously cost more, but please speak to us about those. Our target this year for this 
day is R35,000.00. Get your entries in early as there is going to be a full field in the afternoon and late 
entries will go to the morning field. 

After the Andrew Mentis game things will be come normal again with respect to Nomads golf days. As I 
mentioned before, July and August are the crazy months and we can then look forward to getting our 
lives back to normal again. We all know that to travel and play golf these days is getting expensive, 



however, the Seaboard Trophy is coming up soon and this is a weekend not to be missed as it is close 
bye: Plettenberg Bay. I know that Greg has some spots still available and accommodation is affordable at 
one or two establishments down there. To those of you who have supported our golf days, thank you , 
and those who could not, please try next year.  

Yours in Nomads,  

Duke Nel . 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Junior Vice Captain’s Report – Greg’s Gazette  
 
Fellow Nomads, 
 
It was enjoyable meeting my fellow nomads over breakfast at the Bells & Milk table as you prepared to do 
battle at my home course, Port Elizabeth Golf Club. It was only the brilliance and proficiency of my 
playing partner, Sean McQuaide, who fought off the worst playing pair threat. Our opponents, Orion 
Meyer and Foetie Malherbe, showed no compassion and took most of the spoils. Well, for me, receiving 
the Teddy Bear was a very sobering moment! 
 
I had some commentary regarding my mention, maybe exaggeration, 
of the St Francis Links greens measuring 200 on the Stimpmeter in my 
last gazette, so I thought I would deliver some explanation of the stimp 
meter here. It was designed by golfer Edward Stimpson, Sr. in 1935. 
Stimpson, the Massachusetts state amateur champion, was a 
spectator at that year's U.S. Open at Oakmont. After watching a putt by 
a top professional Gene Sarazen roll off a green, Stimpson was 
convinced the greens were unreasonably fast, but wondered how he 
could prove it. He developed a device, now known as the Stimpmeter, 
which is an angled track that releases a ball at a known velocity so that 
the distance it rolls on a green's surface can be measured.1 The 
Stimpmeter is an aluminium bar, 36 inches long, with a V-shaped 
groove as shown in the picture on the left. The ball release notch, 
located 30 inches from the end that rests on the ground, is designed so 
that a golf ball will always be released and start to roll when the 
Stimpmeter is raised to an angle of approximately 20 degrees. The 
distance travelled on a flat portion of the green in feet is the number 
given and is an average of several greens. The higher the number, the 
faster the greens. 
 

Well, the Rough Ryder and Frontier Trophy, was again another great 
experience – even though we came second. I can’t understand why we 
can’t beat these border boys – look how two of them dressed for 
Saturday’s battle (Border’s Ivan Schutte and Capt. Craig Sinclair). The 
Sampson’s Away Tours Trophy standings, after the Frontier Trophy, can 
be viewed on our website: http://www.easterncapenomads.co.za/notices/ 
 
We have our final leg of this trophy at the Seaboard Trophy on 8 August 
2008 at Goose Valley.  
 
Grantland Rice, the early twentieth century sports writer once stated that; 
"Golf is twenty percent mechanics and technique. The other eighty percent 
is philosophy, humour, tragedy, romance, melodrama, companionship, 
camaraderie, cussedness, and conversation."  I look forward to this 80% at 
Humewood Golf Club on 3 August 2008. 
 
Yours in Nomads 
Greg Clack  

                                                
1 Available at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stimp_meter 

 


